XELA AID SERVICE TRIP •AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 3, 2017	
  

August 26th - We fly out early morning from LAX, and after getting some shut-eye, arrive in
the early morning in Guatemala City where our comfortable, private bus is awaiting us. We’ll
stop at a restaurant for a delicious breakfast to fuel up for our trip ahead, and afterward, begin
our hour-long trip to Antigua. Once checked into our comfortable and well-appointed colonial
Hotel Aurora, we will have time to rest. Later, we will reconvene for a trip to a jade factory and
chocolate museum.
August 27th - After a delicious breakfast at our hotel, we begin our 4-5 hour journey to Xela
with interesting stops along the way. Once checked into the Pension Bonifaz Hotel located five
minutes from the Central Plaza of Xela, we will have time to rest. Later, there will be an
optional tour of the Plaza and 16th Century church. A group orientation dinner will be planned,
August 28th - 31st - This week is focused on our volunteer activities in San Martín Chiquito. There are many service
activities to choose from, and the trip will be tailored to match need with your
special interests and talents. Every day in the village will be exciting and new, with
opportunities to work side by side with the amazing Mayan community. Each day
will feature a delicious, traditional lunch prepared by women of the village. If time
and energy permit, we’ll plan one or more fieldtrips focused on local culture.
Possible activities include a visit to a local chocolate-making operation, to the oldest
church in Central America, visiting the home of a traditional male skirt weaver,
taking salsa lessons, or others. On our last day, we will sit together and share
refreshments as we say goodbye to our new friends in San Martín Chiquito!
September 1st - We will travel early this morning to arrive by lunch time in
Panajachel, gateway to Lake Atitlan. Here, we will board launches for our stunning
accommodations on the Lake at world famous Hotel Casa del Mundo. You’ll have the afternoon to relax. A family-style
course dinner is served each evening at 6:30.
September 2nd - Time to relax. Fall asleep on a hammock overlooking the Lake, or read your favorite book on a balcony.
If you’re feeling adventurous, explore small Mayan villages around the Lake or take a peaceful hike. There are also
opportunities for zip-lining, kayaking (free to our group) or an all-day volcano climb!
September 3rd - Enjoy another morning at the Lake, or travel into Pana to shop ’till you drop! Around noon, we’ll gather
in Pana to board our bus to return to Guatemala City, and fly out at approximately 7:35 p.m.
We look forward to taking this exciting journey with you!
—Trip Leaders: Mel Dinkel and Leslie Baer Dinkel
Cost: We aim to make our Service Trip Experience an excellent value. Cost is $1519
per person (double or triple occupancy; for a single room add $400.) Options such as
Spanish study are available at an additional cost (see application). Your fees include: incountry transportation, lodging, entrance to scheduled events and attractions,
breakfasts in Xela, lunches in the village during project work days, and dinners at the
Lake; in-country coordination, an allowance toward project materials, and in-country
tips. Round-trip airfare is not included. Flight information to travel with the group
will be given at a later time.
MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK
-For additional information or to book, visit xelaaid.org >Volunteering >Service Trips
OR contact Alicia Wesley at Alicia@xelaaid.org. You may also contact one of our trip Leaders: Mel Dinkel –
mel@xeleaaid.org • Leslie B. Dinkel – leslie@xelaid.org (714) 232-8669
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